Thompson Beach Progress Association
Committee Update

TBPA Committee Update – May 2020

Unfortunately, we did not have a quorum for our May Committee Meeting. In lieu of that
meeting, please find attached an update on committee business.

Communications Guidelines
These will be on hold until we next meet.

Incoming Correspondence
1.

16/4/2020: Email from Alvin Jenkin passing along information that APC has engaged
Holmes Dyer and Claire Ellis Tourism Analysis and Solutions to develop a Tourism and
Economic Development Strategy for the area.
Since this did not come directly to TBPA, I spoke with Ben Cunningham (19May 2020) to
ensure that TBPA has input into the process. Ben advised that they are currently
developing an Issues and Opportunity paper but essentially the Tourism Strategy (and
APC Strategic Plan) are on hold. Once the project recommences, they will be in touch.
However, in the meantime, if anyone would like to discuss a topic of special interest or
stay briefed on the project, contact Ben Cunningham - ben@holmesdyer.com.au or
Claire Ellis – claire_ellis@netspace.net.au

2.

17/4/2020: Sport & Recreation have added TBPA to their mailing list to advise when their
grant opportunities will reopen – this is in relation to a request regarding funding for a
defibrillator for the Shed.

3.

18/4/2020: Email from Mick Lewis – no response requested.

4.

24/4/2020: Email from Warwick Barnes (APC) – he is happy to meet to discuss
opportunities for restoring red dunes area once pandemic is over.

5.

30/4/2020: Email from Tanya Robinson (Proptel) advising of a change to power supply
and requesting NMI for the new power meter at the Shed. NMI cannot be issued without
REX number – We are currently awaiting notification of REX number in order to progress.

6.

04/05/2020: Email from Keith Earl (APC) confirming that new bins requested (one new bin
at each Rec area) have been approved and will be installed in due course, including
arrangements for collection.

7.

04/05/2020: Email from Warwick Barnes (APC) to advise a complaint had been made to
Council regarding residents feeding wildlife. Request to include Fact Sheet on feeding
wildlife (copy attached) in next Shorebirds Bulletin – for discussion.
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8.

06/05/2020: Email from APC requesting input on Two Wells Main Street Upgrade – this was
circulated to Shorebirds email distribution group.

9.

06/05/2020: Email from Brendon Schulz (APC) advising that the foreshore and tidal flats
of Thompson Beach are part of the Clinton Wetlands – a unique area of national
importance. As such, all dogs on the Thompson Beach foreshore and tidal flats must be
secured on leash at all times. APC is investigating the placement of appropriate signage
to reinforce these requirements.

10. 13/5/2020: Email from Brendon Schulz (APC) advising that APC is also investigating the
issue of horse activity at Thompson Beach and appropriate signage.

Infrastructure Sub Committee Report
Shed Extension and Internal Layout
•

The concrete slab has been laid.

•

The drinks fridge from Dublin Institute has been relocated to the Shed.

•

A request has been made by the Friday morning Craft group for windows to be
installed. Ian T will discuss the options of windows or skylights for the new extension with
our Shed installer.

•

Internal linings, insulation and the new toilet are in the process of being ordered.

•

Electrical work is underway.

•

We are still awaiting a REX number in order to obtain an NMI number for the new
power meter.

•

The project is still on track to be delivered on time and within budget.

We have an opportunity to purchase a double door fridge/freezer from a local resident at a
cost of $400.
Please indicate your acceptance or objection of this opportunity by reply email.
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Notice Board
New signage has been installed on the Noticeboard outside the Shed.
This includes:
•

Adelaide Road Dental Practice

•

Country Living Homes

•

Samphire Coast Fresh Fillets, and

•

Macleod Creative Studio

We are still awaiting a replacement sign
from Selecta Homes.
Invoices for signage fees will be sent out this
week.

Environment Sub Committee Report
Attached

Treasurer’s Report
attached
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TBPA Environment Subcommittee Report – April/May 2020
A summary of subcommittee activities and related news since the April TBPA meeting.
------A document explaining the reasoning behind and benefits of recent NPWS works at the
northern end of Thompson Beach has been developed, reviewed and approved by NPWS;
and subsequently published on the TBPA web site.
It’s also been great to see a number of residents keeping an eye on the new works.
-------A new permanent sign at the bottom of the beach ramp at the northern end of The
Esplanade was put in place by NPWS in late April. Missing from the sign was a “dogs on
leash” icon, which has since been added by NPWS. The same icon has also been added to
the Park sign in the turnaround area.
-------On a related note, Council has indicated that dogs must be on leash in foreshore/tidal flat
areas outside of the Park at Thompson Beach, and will communicate this to the community
and visitors through various means.
Sharon C. has made enquiries with Council as to the possibility of creating a leash-free dog
park in a suitable area in the township
------A line of bollards with pedestrian access will be established just south of the crossing to
prevent vehicles travelling south along the walking trail. This is important as revegetation
work is to be carried out in this section.
-------Work on a submission to various authorities outlining ongoing driver behaviour problems
and potential solutions is still being developed and will be presented to TBPA for its
consideration when completed.
------High tides and rain have seen the inlet at the northern end at beyond full capacity on a
number of occasions and the birds seem to be enjoying the situation. Ponds in the
samphire area near Bakers Creek are also now all full – some for the first time in months.
High levels of seagrass on the foreshore appear to be discouraging vehicle activity.
--------Rubbish levels in some parts of Thompson Beach have been at their lowest for quite some
time, there’s been no camping activity or incidents of used toilet paper improperly disposed
of reported. With the exception of the weekend of the 16th and 17th of May, illegal motorbike
and quad activity appears to have reduced, but monitoring is ongoing. It’s encouraging
there has been a marked improvement in relation to most issues, particularly at the
northern end, compared to the same time last year.
--------

FACT SHEET

Do not feed
wildlife

If the unnatural food source is removed, the
natural food sources are all used up because of
overpopulation. Native animals may then starve
to death.

It makes some animals aggressive

It alters their natural behaviour in
the wild

Some species of native animal are territorial.
They do not generally interact with others of their
own species except during their breeding

When fed by people, animals in the wild

season and when raising their young.

become less experienced at foraging for their
natural food. They may lose their fear of people

It is important to remember that wildlife are

and approach them for food.

opportunistic feeders. Artificial feeding can result
in overcrowding because more animals are

It is important that wildlife show a natural

enticed to an easy food option, leading to

wariness towards people, particularly as there

aggression as the animals compete for food.

are people that do not like animals and may
intentionally harm them.

Both animals and people can be injured by
aggressive behaviour in animals, particularly as

There are people who are afraid of animals who

animals become more and more brazen in their

may accidentally injure an animal (who

attempts to get food.

approaches them food) in an attempt to
defend themselves against a mistaken ‘attack’.

Feeding wildlife may increase the population of
some species (eg magpies and ravens) who

It contributes to their

may aggressively defend the area, pushing out

overpopulation

other species.

In the wild, the reproductive rate and the
numbers of native animals surviving is often
determined by how much natural food is

It causes poor nutrition
Native animals have specialised diets. Processed

available.

foods, such as bread, do not provide

When food becomes too easily available native

also contain additives which can cause serious

animals can gather in large numbers. Offering

health problems or even death.

appropriate nutrition for native animals. They

an unnatural food supply can result in native
animals producing more young which the
natural food supply can’t support.

www.environment.sa.gov.au

FACT SHEET

It contributes to the presence of
vermin

Feeding one animal can soon lead to having
many more animals to feed.
Native animals may begin pestering neighbours

In some places where people commonly feed

for food handouts as they expect to be fed and

native animals such as ducks, tortoises and

have lost their fear of people. They may also

swans, uneaten food attracts rats and mice, as

cause damage to peoples' homes or property.

well as foxes.

For example, large numbers of birds resting on

Foxes prey on the wildlife that people have

house roofs waiting for their free feed leave bird

been feeding.

droppings which are unsightly. Excessive bird
droppings can also affect rainwater tank water

It spreads disease
When food is readily available, native animals
can gather in unusually large numbers. Animals

quality and pose a health risk.

It affects water and
environmental quality

crowding at artificial feeding sites can also
transmit diseases to other animals more quickly.
Birds are also susceptible to diseases caused by
dirty bird feeders (eg bird seed going mouldy in
bird feeders).
It is important to remember that some native
animals may carry disease. Some of these
diseases have the potential to be spread to
people. For further information on animal health
please visit the Australian Wildlife Health
Network: www.wildlifehealth.org.au

Where large numbers of ducks and waterfowl
congregate at ponds and lakes, excess nutrients
caused by an unnaturally high amount of duck
droppings can result in water quality problems.
These can include summer algal blooms and
unsafe bacteria levels in the water.
Large numbers of native animals which
congregate in public areas also defecate on
lawns and walkways, which impacts on the
environmental state of the area.

It can often lead to property
damage from unwelcome
wildlife
Many people do not consider that feeding
wildlife can have an impact on their neighbours.

www.environment.sa.gov.au

