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FROM THE CHAIR 

Change creeps up on us.  Sometimes we don’t recognise that it has occurred until 

it is pointed out by people who are either more attuned or sensitive to what has 

transpired and the consequences that flow. 

We have experienced less than 10mm of rain since the start of last December.  

Adam and Jeff are wearing their trucks out getting water to houses around town.  

And you would have noticed how dry the undergrowth is in the coastal reserve and 

the grass in the neighbouring paddocks.  Even native trees and hardy olive trees 

are dying due to the lack of rain. 

This places our environment in a very parlous state.  Without healthy grass and 

saltbush to hold the soil together, weather conditions such as strong winds and 

heavy rains will cause significant damage that will take years of recovery.  While we 

cannot depend on nature at the moment, we should seriously look at what we can 

do to ensure avoidable damage does not occur. 

However, to the inland area at the north end of town, there is plenty of water.  Since 

that very dramatic weather event in September 2017, every time we get a 

significantly high tide, tens of thousands of litres of sea water is pumped into the 

inland samphire flats.  This situation is welcomed by the birds that inhabit this area, 

not just the migratory birds, but those that live here permanently. 

It does however present a challenge for those who wish to get to Baker Creek 

through the north end of Thompson Beach.  In effect, the only way to get there now 

by 4WD vehicle is to go out onto the low tide flats.  Attempts to cross the “wash 

away” usually ends up in the vehicle being bogged and substantial damage being 

done to the area during retrieval operations. 

Anybody who has gone north of the end of The Esplanade over the last 18 months, 

would have recognised that a phenomenal amount of damage has been done to the 

vehicle track and the coastal bushland where vehicles have deviated around the 

massive puddles and soil collapses to get to the Creek.  The committee of the 

Progress Association has recently met with representatives of the Department of 

Environment and Water, to discuss among other things, closing off vehicular 

access to the area north of the end of The Esplanade.  This area is part of the Bird 

Sanctuary over which they have management responsibility. 
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SPONSOR DAY AT THE DUBLIN CRICKET CLUB: 

Integrated Waste Service held a sponsor’s day during March at the Dublin Cricket Club with a BBQ, slippery  

 

 

dips, jumping castle and face painting.  But no doubt the highlight of the day was loca 

l sponsor from Thompson Beach, John McKay decided to have something different with face painting – 

instead he had the back of his head painted with a picture of man with his mower mowing his head.  With 

the amount of hair John has it wouldn’t have taken long to cut.  Perhaps a bit of fertilizer would make it 

worthwhile to cut next year John.  Thank you to John McKay Jnr for his catering services.  Excellent Job. 

GOOD SAMARITAN TO THE RESCUE: 

Well done to Wayne Smith for opening up his house to the 5 occupants whose house went up in flames in 

Thompson Beach.  Everyone escaped injury, but the house was destroyed.  Once again a big thank you to 

Wayne. 

HELP WITH SAUSAGE SIZZLE: 

Now the building is getting closer there is plenty to do.  It has to be fitted out and we need helpers for our 

Sausage Sizzles each fortnight.  Come on Members and Residents it’s all for the Community.  Contact Norm 

on 85292351 or Jacqui on 0402349725 and we will give you the dates we need helpers.we  

LIDDLE FACT: 

A sheep, a duck and a rooster were the first passengers in a hot air balloon. 

BURNING AT THOMPSON BEACH: 

Only dry paper, dry cardboard, dry wood and garden pruning’s which have been dried may be burnt in an 

approved incinerator and fires in the open may only occur between 10am and 3pm from Monday to 

Saturday during the fire danger season (15th November to April 30th).  A burning permit is required to burn 

on the ground.  For further information please contact Peter Buttery on 0408811065. 

TREV’S TRIVIA: 

1. The encyclopedia Britannica has stopped publishing after 247 years. 

2. Just 4% of mourners requested classical music while pop songs featured at more than 30,000 

funerals in the UK.  Frank Sinatra’s “My Way” is the most popular song. 

DID YOU KNOW? 

The average person spends about 2 years of their life timENCE BETWEEN MAN AND WOMAN: 

 

 
 

FROM THE CHAIR – Continued 
 

While vehicular access would still be available along the beach, a walking trail is proposed to allow 
pedestrians to walk north to the “wash away” and further up to Baker Creek, along the coastal zone. 
 
For over a hundred years, Baker Creek has been a favourite place for family picnics, swimming and fishing.  
In the early years, people would travel down the beach from Parham.  More recently, campers would take 
the advantage of the access available from Thompson Beach and stay at the creek for a few days.  On 
most occasions, these campers treated the area with respect and left it as they found it.  But day trippers, 
most with off-road motorcycles, cared little about what they damaged and the rubbish they left behind. 
 
While acknowledging that there are people who would treat the area responsibly and would prefer to 
access to be left open, it is probably better for us to close it off, prevent any more vehicle damage to the 
bush of the coastal zone and give it a change to recover when the rains finally return. 
 
Your comments would be appreciated. 
 
Ian Telfer 
Chairperson 
 

ooOoo 

 
RUSKIN ROAD REPAINTED 

 
After numerous phone calls, local talk and a couple of hints in the “Shorebirds Bulletin” the lines on 
Ruskin Road have finally been painted.  And what a difference!! 
 
To the officer who said a couple of years ago the clarity of the lines were quite noticeable – they must 
have been on the Adelaide Airport runway. 
 
Now, all we need is an island on the T-Junction of The Esplanade and Ruskin Road to stop drivers making a 
45degree angle when turning and bitumanising The Esplanade. 
 
But Thompson Beachsiders should live in hope because we were able to walk on the moon in 1969. 
 

ooOoo 
 

BIRD RESCUE 
 

As reported in the December 2018 Shorebirds Bulletin, a cormorant was rescued at Thompson Beach. 
 
If anyone sees a bird in trouble, please ring MWRRO – Australian Marine Wildlife Research and Reserve 
Organisation on 82625452 or take it to the Two Wells Vet. 
 

ooOoo 



 
TREV’S TRIVIA 

 
Four Billion Dollars are spent each year on cigarettes by Australians. 
 
In 1887 Adelaide and Melbourne were the first colonial cities to be connected by rail. 
 

ooOoo 

 
THOUGHT OF THE MONTH 

 
The things you regret are the things you didn’t do.  Life doesn’t Happen to you, it Responds to you. 
 

ooOoo 
 

KANGAROO RESCUE 

Mark Stevens, who lives on Ruskin Road, was walking his dog on the streets of our town when he came across a 
dead kangaroo.  As he got closer he noticed a movement in kangaroo’s pouch. 
Sure enough he noticed a tail poking out of the pouch, pulled it out and discovered a newly born joey.  He 
immediately took the joey to the Two Wells Vet. 
 

Last report the joey is doing well, and to the inconsiderate driver, who hit the kangaroo, think twice before you 
drive off. 

ooOoo 

THREE’S A CROWD – OR IS IT? 

After rescuing the joey, Mark Stevens was called upon to rescue Bob “The Blind Man’s” jinker which was 

bogged in the Gulf.  Everything was going well when Mark’s jinker also became bogged. 

To the rescue a third vehicle towed both jinkers out. 

The worst part of the adventure – that no crabs were caught. 

ooOoo 

APOLOGIES TO THE BIRTHDAY GIRL 

Last December a young girl had her 60th Birthday, I spelt her surname as Saby. 

Sue jumped down my throat and demanded an apology for leaving the letter “E” out.   

Sorry Sue, I was under extreme worry and pressure and it won’t happen again. 

Sue Sabey, your 65th Birthday can’t come quickly enough! 

ooOoo 

 

 

 



LACK OF RAIN 

With the rainfall so low it begs identifying hazards around our homes at Thompson Beach. 

Hazardous vegetation will increase fire intensity close to the home as well as dry untreated timber decking and 

woodpile located close to your home. 

I can promise you the sound of crackling fire is a lot more pleasant in winter months that summer months. 

ooOoo 
 

JUST A REMINDER 

The ever so popular “Pot Luck Dinners” are held every Friday at The Shed from 6pm.  Thank you to those who 
provide delicious meals. 
 
Every Friday morning at The Shed, arts and crafts are held with Judy Attick, between 9.30am and 12.30pm. 
 
Tai-Chi classes are held in the Community Hall, Parham from 6.30pm on Tuesdays.  Please phone Mick on 
0414568395. 

ooOoo 
 

JUSTICE OF THE PEACE 

We have our own JP in Thompson Beach. 
 
Mr Des Quin can be reached on 85292284 or 0418831983. 
 
The Council offers free JP services every Saturday from 9am-11am at the Two Wells Library. 
Ph: 85270200. 

ooOoo 
 

BELIEVE IT OR NOT! 

There are 365 spots on a deck of cards. 
      365 days in a year. 
There are 52 cards in a deck of cards. 
      52 weeks in a year. 
There are 4 suits in a deck of cards. 
      4 weeks in a month. 
There are 12 picture cards in a deck of cards. 
      12 months in a year. 
BELIEVE IT OR NOT!!!     ooOoo 

 
SURPRISE GUESTS 

 
After health problems, Lionel and wife Barbara Miller were seen at the Dublin Cricket Club fetching a 
take-away dinner. 
Lionel looked 100% after a health scare and will celebrate his 80th Birthday next month. 
HAPPY BIRTHDAY LIONEL! 
 
The D.C.C. had fish, chips and salad every Thursday night during the cricket season for $9.  Hosted by 
Chief Chefs Craig & Margie Southam from Thompson Beach. 



 
THAT WAS CLOSE 

 
All the more reason to drive down The Esplanade, 40kph or less. 
 
A resident was casually driving along The Esplanade when he was confronted by a cyclist coming out of the 
pathway leading to The Esplanade at full speed. 
 
Just as well, a car coming the other way doing 50kph would have collected the cyclist. 
 
Please keep out town fatality and accident free. 

ooOoo 
 

CLEANUP AUSTRALIA DAY – THOMPSON BEACH 
 
A poor response to the rubbish clean up around the town on Sunday 17th March.  Other than six committee 
personnel only one resident gave up their time on the day. 
At the end of 2016 population census there were 201 residents in the town. Surely 194 residents couldn’t possibly 
have left Thompson Beach in 2 ½ years. 
Let’s hope volunteers will attend next year’s clean-up day. 
 
Well done to the seven volunteers. 

ooOoo 

A BEREAVEMENT 
 
MaryAnne of The Esplanade has lost her son. 
 
Mark passed away a few weeks ago and out thoughts are with MaryAnne and her family. 

ooOoo 
 

ONCE SWOOPED TWICE SHY 
 
Once again John Mills of Curlew Crescent was walking his dogs on the beach when he was swooped by a hawk.  A 
number of hawks were circling above John as he was walking. 
 
He blames a blue at that he wears when he was previously attacked.  John is tragically a Port supporter, so I 
suggested he wears a Crows hat to keep the Hawk away. 
 

ooOoo 
 

ANZAC DAY 

Anzac Day Service will be held at The Shed on Thursday 25th April at 6.00am. 
 
A hearty breakfast will be available after the Service at $5 per head. 
 

ooOoo 
 
 
 
 
 
 



KEEP THOMPSON BEACH BEAUTIFUL 

The rubbish on the right hand side in Dublin when turning left onto South Terrace has reappeared. 

Clearly though, the rubbish problem, including at Thompson Beach cannot be blamed entirely on the Council. 

Yes, more bins would be helpful, including perhaps a garden waste bin for our town, but no-one with any care for 

the environment ever left a pile of trash on our beach because of lack of bins. 

The problem is people’s attitudes, they don’t care! 

The new generation, apparently, feel no guilt in walking away from their rubbish.  Littering is a cardinal sin, only 

marginally less serious than murder. 

Our Resource Recovery Centres are: 

Mallala – 105 Limerock Rd, Lower Light 
   Thurs 1.30-3.30 / Sat. 10.30-12.30 / Sun. 8.00-10.00 
Two Wells – Wells Road, Two Wells 
   Wed. 1.30-3.30/ Sat. 8.00-10.00 / Sun. 10.30-12.30 
Council Related Emergencies – Ph: 85270200 
 

ooOoo 

 
BEACH STATS 

2016 Census of Thompson Beach said every resident owned a motor vehicle: 

1 Motor Vehicle  – 29 – 30.9% 

2 Motor Vehicles – 38 – 40% 

3 or more  Motor Vehicles – 22 – 23% 

Number of Motor Vehicles not stated – 5 – 5% 

Occupied private dwellings – 93 – 62% 

Unoccupied private dwellings – 55 – 37%  

STOBIE POLL FACES 

During the Council elections, many faces appeared on the stobie polls down at Thompson Beach. 

One resident wasn’t happy at the adjective used at those Council faces. 

During this era of political correctness the adjective used was leering. 

Leering means grin or smile and wasn’t meant to offend. 

ooOoo 

 

 



COME FLY WITH ME! 

No, not Frank Sinatra singing, but the Adelaide Tandem Skydiving was in full swing. 

An aircraft hovering halfway between Dublin and Thompson Beach and its target was on the Beach at 

Rec. One. 

Two parachutists jumped from the aircraft and both landed on target. 

What a present to give to our pig entrepreneur, John McKay who celebrates his 75th Birthday in April. 

John would love it!!  I THINK!! 

ooOoo 

NEIGHBOURHOOD WATCH REPORT 

Our township of Thompson Beach is growing.  More people, more houses, more traffic and 

unfortunately more concerns.  Without a “local police officer” in Mallala doing a regular visit just to keep 

our locals under a watchful eye, speed and road law irregularities seem to be on the rise. 

We have speed restriction signs – please adhere to them, not only on The Esplanade, but in all side 

streets as well.  The extra visitor traffic from crabbers, bird watchers and now horse enthusiasts with 

their floats can cause traffic congestion over the weekends.  PLEASE KEEP YOUR SPEED DOWN. 

Unfortunately with extra numbers minor thefts are on the increase.  Xmas light displays, water pumps, 

gas bottles, building materials and even a large section of artificial lawn have been stolen recently as 

well as some instances of valuables including purses from vehicles. 

PLEASE ENSURE YOU LOCK UP AND STORE AWAY ALL ITEMS. 

To report suspicious behaviour, traffic speeding, hooning, or noisy parties ring POLICE on 131444 or for 

emergencies ring 000. 

Our NHW member numbers have increased significantly over the last few months.  These people and 

you as residents can be the Eyes and Ears of our Community to assist in peaceful and safe community 

living.  That’s what we all want, SURELY. 

NHW Members. ooOoo 

NEW YEAR’S EVE AT THE BEACH 

Happy New Year to You All! 

Numbers were down this year for celebrations at The Shed with only 12 members present. Jokes and 

banter were high with a good time has by all, especially newcomers to the Community, Karen and Paul. 

(Ellie and John Gurdlers resident).  Many a New Year’s resolution made!  Some will be successful and 

some will fail! 

Like yours truly the very next afternoon with a hair of the dog.  Lets hope for a bigger and longer 

celebration next year, until then have a safe and prosperous new year. 

Cheers, Craig Southam 



 

ADELAIDE PLAINS DART ASSOCIATION 

This year’s Grand Final was won by the Dublin Cricket Club.  Team Members being, Porky, Craig, Jeff, 

Mark and Jason.  Three locals from Thompson Beach. 

Thompson Beach also sported a team this season, coming 3rd in the competition, doing themselves and 

Thompson Beach proud.  T.B Shed team – Ian, Graham, Phil, Ernie, Herb and Roger Verbis as reserve. 

Carpet bowls starts on the 2nd April at the Parham Club.  With two teams from Thompson Beach 

registered let’s hope the Beach can find a place in the Finals, making it three years in a row.   Putting 

Thompson Beach on the map once again! 

Cheers, Craig Southam 

ooOoo 

CROWS ARE NOT CROWS 

When you hear a bird calling out as loud as the proof gun range, it is not a Crow. 

South of Port Augusta people mistake the bird as a Crow.  It’s a Raven. 

Scientifically a Raven has 17 Primary wing feathers, the big ones at the end of the wing.  They are called 

pinion feathers.  A Crow has 16. 

So, the difference between a Crow and a Raven, which we see in Thompson Beach, is only a matter of a 

pinion!!! 

ooOoo 

BIRDWATCH 

A recent reclamation project in South Korea, at one staging point for predominately Great Knots, saw 

the decimation of 20% of the world’s population of these birds, or some 100,000 birds, in one year, as 

they rely on the same site year after year and don’t use other sites if theirs is destroyed. 

Thanks to our Bird Expert –Roger Mortlock. 

ooOoo 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

*The Editorial team and Association Committee would like to thank A&L Windows, Churchill Road North, Dry Creek for printing our 

December 2018 issue* 



 

 

THOMMO’S DRINKING WATER 

          PH: 0438 131 677  

- JEFF    - 

 

FOR DELIVERIES TO DUBLIN,  

PARHAM, THOMPSON BEACH,  

TWO WELLS AND MIDDLE BEACH.  

 

 

ADELAIDE ROAD DENTAL PRACTICE 
12 ADELAIDE ROAD GAWLER 5118. 

     PHONE: 8522 3999. 
We provide quality dental care using the best materials and latest techniques. 

Services provided: 
 - Preventative dentistry & oral health 
education including scaling & cleaning 

- Restorative dentistry 
- Crowns, bridges, & implants to replace 

missing teeth 
- Root Canal treatment 

- Oral surgery & Dentures. 
 

   Hours:  Monday, Tuesday, Thursday, Friday:   8.30 am to 5.00 pm 
                 Wednesday:                                               8.30 am to 8.00 pm 
                 Saturday:                                                   8.30 am to 4.00 pm 

 

 

           

 

TRAILER FOR HIRE 

The Thompson Beach Progress Association Inc. Trailer is for hire for any of the residents of 

Thompson Beach. 

Cost: $25 per day with a $50 deposit refundable. Ph: 0456255379 

Seniors Rates are $20 per day 
DISCLAIMER 
The Shorebirds Bulletin is published by the Thompson Beach Progress Association Inc.  Opinions expressed in this newsletter are not necessarily 

those of the Association or the editor.  Every effort is made to insure the accuracy of material printed, but errors and omissions may occu 

 
 

SPEED LIMIT 

The speed limit in the town is 40kph.   Keep your 

speed down as there are more children in our 

Town on bikes, etc.  With Neighbourhood Watch 

starting up perhaps we could all adhere to the 

limit with a bit more caution.  

 

 

 


