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With the start of Spring, we can expect warmer weather, increased bird activity and the 

return of the ubiquitous crab fishers. 

I have been pleased to see that the Fishwatch officials have made their presence felt early 

and  often with visits to the carparks and the early installation of the information sign 

relating to crab size and catch limits. I hope the message gets out early this year. 

It reminded me that the Dublin History Group had been gifted some “visitors books” which 

were found under a building that used to be part of the “ORANA” Holiday homes at Parham, 

that were managed by a Mr Len Seidel. 

The holiday homes, 2 adjacent shacks, were “opened” on 3rd February, 1951. They were used 

all year by mainly families from the country or the hills whose association through the 

church or by being business clients, gave them entry. Len would advise and assist the 

holiday-makers to try their hands at fishing and crabbing. During the winter months there 

were no crabs, but fish catches were good. 

Of course the 1950’s and early 60’s were in the “imperial” era where large numbers were 

scored by the dozen, score and gross. For instance, in May 1961, a number of happy families 

boasted of catching 92½ dozen crabs and ½ a tub of fish. That is 1110 crabs. In the same 

month another family caught 64 dozen (768) crabs. 

In January 1962, 2 families from Galga and one from Manting, spent 7 days at the shacks and 

enjoyed a total catch of 124 dozen and 10 crabs (1498) and 50 pounds of fish (23 kg). 

In January 1963, 7 families totalling 24 people stayed for 10 days and gathered approximately 

200 dozen crabs (2400) and about 4 cwt (51 kg) of fish. 

Around then Len Seidel had a stroke and that effectively saw the end of the holiday home 

experience. 

Of course we are talking about an era nearly 60 years ago, when there were no bag limits, no 

minimum sizes and hand casting nets were allowed. But each year, families came back to 

the same spot to cast their nets and fill their kerosene tins with crabs. 

The Government has set bag and size limits, banned hand casting nets and created Marine 

Parks with the aim of building fish and crab counts back towards these early numbers. The 

presence of Fishwatch Officers is a very important additional feature to achieve that aim. 

I am not denigrating the actions of the people from the Orana holiday homes, because they 

what they were doing at that time, they were allowed to do. What I fervently hope is that the 

people that come to our beach this year, obey the rules so that each year when they return, 

there will be something to catch. 

Please keep your eyes open – don’t get directly involved – but if you see someone breaching 

the rules, observe and write down things like numberplates and the like, to give the Police 

and Fishwatch something to follow up on. 

Ian Telfer – Chairperson.   
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SPONSOR DAY AT THE DUBLIN CRICKET CLUB: 

Integrated Waste Service held a sponsor’s day during March at the Dublin Cricket Club with a BBQ, slippery  

 

 

dips, jumping castle and face painting.  But no doubt the highlight of the day was loca 

l sponsor from Thompson Beach, John McKay decided to have something different with face painting – 

instead he had the back of his head painted with a picture of man with his mower mowing his head.  With 

the amount of hair John has it wouldn’t have taken long to cut.  Perhaps a bit of fertilizer would make it 

worthwhile to cut next year John.  Thank you to John McKay Jnr for his catering services.  Excellent Job. 

GOOD SAMARITAN TO THE RESCUE: 

Well done to Wayne Smith for opening up his house to the 5 occupants whose house went up in flames in 

Thompson Beach.  Everyone escaped injury, but the house was destroyed.  Once again a big thank you to 

Wayne. 

HELP WITH SAUSAGE SIZZLE: 

Now the building is getting closer there is plenty to do.  It has to be fitted out and we need helpers for our 

Sausage Sizzles each fortnight.  Come on Members and Residents it’s all for the Community.  Contact Norm 

on 85292351 or Jacqui on 0402349725 and we will give you the dates we need helpers.we  

LIDDLE FACT: 

A sheep, a duck and a rooster were the first passengers in a hot air balloon. 

BURNING AT THOMPSON BEACH: 

Only dry paper, dry cardboard, dry wood and garden pruning’s which have been dried may be burnt in an 

approved incinerator and fires in the open may only occur between 10am and 3pm from Monday to 

Saturday during the fire danger season (15th November to April 30th).  A burning permit is required to burn 

on the ground.  For further information please contact Peter Buttery on 0408811065. 

TREV’S TRIVIA: 

1. The encyclopedia Britannica has stopped publishing after 247 years. 

2. Just 4% of mourners requested classical music while pop songs featured at more than 30,000 

funerals in the UK.  Frank Sinatra’s “My Way” is the most popular song. 

DID YOU KNOW? 

The average person spends about 2 years of their life timENCE BETWEEN MAN AND WOMAN: 

 

 
A BEREAVEMENT 

 
A long-time resident of Thompson Beach, Andre Logeman has passed away. 
Although Andre endured a rocky road in the last few months, he had a jovial nature and was well respected by all 
his friends. 
And who could forget when he teamed up with Brian Gregurke at a fancy dress party to portray “The Blues 
Brothers” 
Our thoughts are with Maryanne and Family.  Rest in Peace. 

 
ooOoo 

 

N.B.N. 
 

The NBN is proposing to establish a fixed wireless facility at Lot 248 Petrel Crescent, Thompson Beach.  These 
facilities will provide access to high-speed broadband services within the town. 
 
The fixed wireless facility comprises a 30 metre Monopole to be erected in the South East corner of The Shed”. 
 
Any enquiries please call Lauren Nicholson on 82379762 or email lauren.nicholson@aurecongroup.com 
 

ooOoo 
 

JUST A THOUGHT 
 

With Mothers Day and Fathers Day, come and gone for 2018, it is interesting that schools have banned these two 
important days. 
 
Let’s be honest, males can be Fathers and females can be Mothers. 
 
No amount of genetic engineering can ever change that!! 
 

ooOoo 
 

THOMPSON BEACH FOOTY TIPS 
 
The top four tipsters after Round 14 were: 

Corvette ) 
Flossie  ) 
Paul KD ) All equal 
Pop Ken ) 

And last was Tiling by Souso. 
 
The final tipping competition is as follows: 
 1st Paul KD 
 2nd Pop Ken 
 3rd Flossie 
Looks like Corvette’s engine blew up on the straight, and Tiling by Souso was consistent by finishing at the bottom 
of the table since Round 14. 
 

ooOoo 
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THOUGHT OF THE MONTH 

• If you think dogs can’t count, try putting three dog biscuits in your pocket and then giving your dog only 

two! 

• Why is it always easier to follow the band than face the music. 

ooOoo 

A.G.M. 

A good response of residents turned out to the AGM held in The Shed in August. 
 
The Executive positions are: 

Chairperson:  Ian Telfer  85292472 
Vice Chairperson: Jeff Thomas  0407976727 
Secretary:  Mick Lewis  0414568395 
Treasurer:  Jacqui Koerner  0400305588 

 
Committee Members: 

Ken Wade  0418849768  Edward Wayne Smith  0408852262 
Jan Telfer  85292472  Eugene O’Boyle   0459465247 
Michael Bloch  0404284011  Sharon Clues   0422034043 
Mark Malthouse 85292395 

 
Public Officer:   Steve Peters  0403194159 

 
ooOoo 

 

TREV’S TRIVIA 

• The tongue of a Blue Whale weighs as much as an elephant. 
 

• The average garden snail has more than 14,000 teeth. 
 

ooOoo 
 

ACCIDENT WAITING TO HAPPEN 

Driving one morning along Ruskin Road to Dublin, the sun was a glare, and sadly I had to squint to see 
the shoulder line and the middle of the road lines. 
Fair dinkum, when is the transport infrastructure going to repaint the lines. 
I know it has been mentioned before about the fading lines, but the powers to be are as flexible as the 
King William tram tracks. 
Perhaps they are waiting for a tsunami to come screaming across the Gulf, crashing into the sand banks, 
spilling onto the Esplanade and then snaking its way through the township, up Ruskin Road, suddenly 
stopping at Dublin. 
WAIT!!  Problem Solved!!! 
No. The transport infrastructure is all sizzle and no sausage. 
 

ooOoo 
 
 
 



COMMUNITY BUS SERVICE 

With Christmas just around the corner, here are the remaining three month’s timetable: 
 

19th October  16th November 21st December 
 
For all Thompson Beach residents please ring 85270200 to book a seat. 
 
Estimated arrival at the Elizabeth City Centre is 10.05am and the bus departs 3pm. 
 
Return trip is $5.00. 

ooOoo 
 

COMMUNITY PLANTING 
 

A number of people responded to the planting of trees in Thompson Beach in late July.  Hundreds of 
trees were planted on the coast and was funded by Adelaide and Mt Lofty Ranges. 
 
Let’s keep this town Beautiful! 

ooOoo 

 
EVENTS AT THE SHED 

 
From 6pm every Friday night enjoy pot luck dinners at The Shed.  At only $5 each, a must meal with your fellow 
residents. 
Before that, why don’t you come along to Arts & Craft afternoons between 1.30pm to 2.30pm. 
 
And of course at the Parham Community Hall every Sunday, Tai-Chi classes with Mick held between 10.30am-
11.30am. 
 

ooOoo 
 

DOLPHIN PLAY 
 
The Chairperson of the TBPA was fishing in the Gulf and whilst he was scaling the fish and the only fish he caught, 
up popped a couple of dolphins. 
Dolphins are naturally inquisitive creatures, very playful and beautiful mammals. 
So Ian put the knife down and was entertained by the dolphins’ displays and frolicking in the ocean. 
 

ooOoo 

MELBOURNE CUP LUNCHEON 
 
Write in your diaries – Tuesday November 6th for the Melbourne Cup Lunch at The Shed. 
 
More details to follow on the noticeboard at The Shed. 

ooOoo 

GET WELL SOON! 
 
Des Quin and Brian Aldhouse have both had stints in hospital.  Brian is still on hospital appointments for a while.  
We wish these gentlemen a quick recovery and back to the town. 

ooOoo 



RESOURCE RECOVERY CENTRES 

Over 1000kg of marine debris has been collected from the Northern Beaches, including Thompson Beach.  Let’s 

keep our town tidy and use the R.R.C: 

Mallala – 105 Limerock Rd, Lower Light 
   Thurs 1.30-3.30 / Sat. 10.30-12.30 / Sun. 8.00-10.00 
Two Wells – Wells Road, Two Wells 
   Wed. 1.30-3.30/ Sat. 8.00-10.00 / Sun. 10.30-12.30 
 

ooOoo 

 
THOMPSON BEACH STATISTICS 

In the 2016 Census there were 207 people in the town.   
Males outnumbered the females: 113-94. 
Aboriginal and/or Torres Strait Islanders made up to 14. 
 
Median age: 0-4yrs  7.3%, 5-9yrs 3.1%, 10-14yrs 2.1% 15-19yrs 5.2% 20-24yrs 1.6% 

25-29yrs 0%. 
The median age of people in Thompson Beach was 49yrs. 
 
More stats in the next bulletin. 
 

ooOoo 
 

WINDSTORM 
 

A few weeks ago the town suffered a severe wind storm. 
Trees and branches fell everywhere and pot plants were strewn all over the place. 
Luckily no injuries were reported and house damage was minimal, if at all. 

ooOoo 

CRAB SIGNAGE 

With the Crab season upon us, the crab signage is up and running on Ruskin Rd, near The Shed. 

Blue Crabs a minimum of 11cm, 20 per person.  Any enquiries please ring 1800065522 

ooOoo 

MISSING PERSON FOUND 

An elderly man from Two Wells was found, after two days missing, at Port Prime beach. 

His car was found bogged in the Gulf opposite Rec. 2 in the town. 

Jim Bull was once again called in to pull the car out, as well as a park ranger truck.  

WELL DONE JIM. 

ooOoo 



 



 

 

THOMMO’S DRINKING WATER 

          PH: 0438 131 677  

- JEFF    - 

 

FOR DELIVERIES TO DUBLIN,  

PARHAM, THOMPSON BEACH,  

TWO WELLS AND MIDDLE BEACH.  

 

 

ADELAIDE ROAD DENTAL PRACTICE 
12 ADELAIDE ROAD GAWLER 5118. 

     PHONE: 8522 3999. 
We provide quality dental care using the best materials and latest techniques. 

Services provided: 
 - Preventative dentistry & oral health 
education including scaling & cleaning 

- Restorative dentistry 
- Crowns, bridges, & implants to replace 

missing teeth 
- Root Canal treatment 

- Oral surgery & Dentures. 
 

   Hours:  Monday, Tuesday, Thursday, Friday:   8.30 am to 5.00 pm 
                 Wednesday:                                               8.30 am to 8.00 pm 
                 Saturday:                                                   8.30 am to 4.00 pm 

 

 

           

 

TRAILER FOR HIRE 

The Thompson Beach Progress Association Inc. Trailer is for hire for any of the residents of 

Thompson Beach. 

Cost: $25 per day with a $50 deposit refundable. Ph: 0456255379 

Seniors Rates are $20 per day 
DISCLAIMER 
The Shorebirds Bulletin is published by the Thompson Beach Progress Association Inc.  Opinions expressed in this newsletter are not necessarily 

those of the Association or the editor.  Every effort is made to insure the accuracy of material printed, but errors and omissions may occur. 

 
 

SPEED LIMIT 

The speed limit in the town is 40kph.   Keep your 

speed down as there are more children in our 

Town on bikes, etc.  With Neighbourhood Watch 

starting up perhaps we could all adhere to the 

limit with a bit more caution.  

 

 

 


